
 

 

The Afar Constitutional Model for Eritrea 
 

Declared and agreed at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, this 1st day of July 2023 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE ERITREAN DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION 

GROUPS OF THE DIASPORA (POLITICAL PARTIES, CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS, INDIGENOUS AND MINORITY 

GROUPS, TRADITIONAL LEADERS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS, AND INDIVIDUALS) CONTAINS OUR 

UNWAVERING STATED PRINCIPLES AND VALUES FOR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE IN ERITREA 

PREAMBLE   

WE, the signatories to this Memorandum of Understanding, are uniting together to oppose the 

authoritarian regime in our homeland of Eritrea. We are working together to forge our common vision 

and understanding between our various opposition movements of the political and civil society for the 

purpose of democratizing our nation during the post-Isaias Afwerki period, and the People's Front for 

Democracy and Justice (PFDJ). 

TROUBLED by the thirty-two (32) year long sufferings of our helpless citizens inside the country, by the 

catastrophic situation of violations of rights of the Eritrean people under the brutal ruling of the PFDJ, by 

the endless atrocities including gross human rights violations, by the crimes against humanity, by the 

repressions of democracy, freedoms, justice and equality, and by the suppression of individual and group 

rights of our people; 

CONCERNED about the disunity and divisions of democratic opposition groups, and committing 

ourselves to put an end to our disunity, divisions, and the intolerance characterizing our opposition 

Diaspora;  

RECOGNIZING Eritrea's multi-national, multicultural, multi-religious, multi-ethnic, and multi-regional 

heritage and recognizing that our diversity is neither a curse nor a burden, but is a blessing; 

DETERMINED to build an Eritrean society free of violence, fear, discrimination, intimidation, hate, 

corruption but instead founded on justice, fairness, openness, transparency, dignity and equality;   

WHEREAS the United Nations investigations on Human Rights in Eritrea have found that the Government 

of Eritrea and Eritrean officials have committed gross human rights violations, crimes of persecution, and 

crimes against humanity;  

AND WHEREAS the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples recognizes that 

Indigenous Peoples have the right to self-determination and that in exercising their right to self-

determination Indigenous Peoples have the right to autonomy and of self-government in matters relating 

to their internal and local affairs 

 

 



 

 

WE CONDEMN the persecution, crimes against humanity, murder, torture, rape, disappearances, 

expulsions, forcible confinements, forcible displacement, the destruction of our national, ethnic and 

cultural identities, our religious and economic freedoms, the destructions of our people’s economic way 

of life, and uncompensated land expropriations. 

THE SOLEMN WILL OF THE ERITREAN DIASPORA OPPOSITION GROUPS 

WE, the Eritrean people, the political and civil diaspora opposition, the Indigenous People of Eritrea, the 

minorities of Eritrea, the traditional and religious Elders, the representatives of Eritrean women, the 

refugees, the youth groups, those assembled together today in the City of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

U.S.A., and those participating from various locations globally, hereby declare to the World the solemn 

will of the Eritrean People as follows: 

WE, together: 

Resolve to protect Eritrea’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and traditional borders by all means at our 

disposal;  

RESOLVE to commit ourselves to establishing a decentralized federal democratic Eritrean government to 

preserve our national unity and democratic governance of Eritrea; 

RESOLVE to establish a power-sharing constitution, that distributes power between Eritrea’s central 

government and Eritrea’s eight (8) provinces(states) (Akale-Guzai, Barka, Dankalia, Hamasien, Sahel, 

Semhar, Serae, Senhit); 

RESOLVE that each province (regional state) shall exercise their rights to self-government and political 

autonomy in their respective regions within the Federation of Eritrea; and 

RESOLVE that each province (regional state), through the governments that they shall freely elect, shall 

have the right to own and to control their lands and natural resources. 

WE NOW DECLARE that it is the solemn will of the Eritrean People, to unite our democratic opposition 

for transitional process for decentralization of Eritrea on the basis of these following principles:  

A. The application of the rule of law to all; 

B.  That Democracy be our guiding principle for all our institutions and governance;  

C. The equality of Eritrea’s ethnic nationalities, cultures, religions and geographic regions; 

D. That each province (regional state) shall, through the governments that they freely elect, have 

the right to own and control their lands and natural resources, including surface rights and sub-

surface resources and shall enjoy the profits therefrom under conditions established by law; 

E. That the rights of indigenous peoples and minorities shall be guaranteed and protected; 

 

F. That each province (regional state) shell, through the governments that they freely elect, have 

the right to protect and preserve the vitality of their language, culture, way of life and economy; 



 

 

G. That the rights of freedom of religion, conscience, political opinion, expression, assembly, 

association, mobility, liberty and equality, be guaranteed; 

H. That the Eritrean people shall be secure in their person and  be free from arbitrary search, 

seizure, arrest, detention and charge; 

I. That no conviction shall occur except by due process of law before an independent and impartial 

tribunal;  

J. That the judicial branch shall be independent and secure in its tenure;  

K. That all Eritrean refugees who have fled Eritrea shall have the right to return to their homes and 

properties in Eritrea, to be compensated for the persecution and for the other losses that they 

have suffered, and to have and enjoy Eritrean citizenship. 

We, by our names and signatures, pledge our commitment to the principles stated above solemnly. We 

are also determined to implement the right of amendment when the need arises. 

           NAME SIGNATURE OF REPRESENTATIVE 
ORGANIZATION  
GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL   

DATE 

1. Eritrean Afar National Congress (EANC) Ahmed Y Mohamed July 1st, 2023  

2. Eritrean Congress Party Herui T. Bairu July 1st 2023 

3. Free media Consultant Ahmed Hassan July 1st 2023 

4. Independent, Friend of the Afar Tedros Amanuel july 1st 2023 

5. Snitna Network Yohannes T. Berhe July 1st 2023 

6. Bayto Yiakl, USA Yonas Woldu  July 1st 2023 

7. Eritrea Focus, London, United Kingdom Habte Hagos July 1st 2023 

8. Eritrean National Council for Democratic Change Negash Osman 

Ibrahim(Chairman of ENCDC) 

July 1, 2023 

9. SETT FOR EGie Professor Mussie Temnewo July 1, 2023 

10. SETT For EGie Memhir Freweini Habtemariam July 1, 2023 

11. Warren Creates President, Can-Go Afar 
Foundation 

July 1, 2023 

12. Dan Connell Journalist/Professor   July 1, 2023 

13. Abdalla B. Ahmed EANC, Executive Pennsylvania  July 1, 2023 

14. 13. Independent, Friend of the Afar Abdurahman Sayed (Bo Hashem) July 1, 2023 

15. Prof. Joseph Magnet Legal experts/Counsel to the Afar July 1, 2023 



 

 

16. Bayto Yiakl Teka Yohannes July 1, 2023 

17. Bayto Yiakl  Zaid Tesfamariam July 1, 2023 

18. Global Yaikl USA  Esayas Tewelde July 1, 2023 

19. Global Yaikl Yonatan Tewelde July 1, 2023 

20. Fissehaye Arefe Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

21. Cheick Konte Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

22. Simon Mussie Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

23. Tadese Yared Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

24. Hawa Ali Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

25. Tsige-Roman Yoseph Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

26. Azezet Abraha Individual supporter  July 1, 2023 

27. Shewa Siam Individual supporter July 1, 2023 

28. Mr. Gebre Buhdarie National Representative Council 
of Eritrea (NRCE) 

July 1, 2023 

29. Independent, Friend of the Afar Nureddin Abdulkadir July 1, 2023 

30. Bayto Yiakl USA (Diplomacy)  Yonas Woldu July 1, 2023 

31. Independent, Friend of the Afar (Global Yiakl) Tewolde Siele July 1, 2023 

32. Eritrean Unity for Democratic Change (EUDC) Mr. Weldu Ghebrai 
EUDC, Executive Member 

July 1, 2023 

33.    

34.    

35.    

36.    

37.    

38.    

39.    

40.    

 


