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Eritriyah Qafarih Agatih Kobox 
EANC: Dabboh tan siyaasâ 

massoyna. Ta massoyna qafar 

ummatta isi sariimaane Isih 

madqitoonuh, sinni xinto sinni ardih 

bagul sinnih caglitoonuh tangicille 

massoyna. Eretriyah doolat abak 

geytimtah tan raqiyyatah tan Qafar 

ummatta baaxok gutuqak abta samad 

baysiyya sadda massoyna. “EANC” 

qafar ummattah xongolo kinni. 

“EANC” qafar siyaasah abbobtik 

qaadah abbobtik qafar sayyoo kee 

qunxaaneyti afak tangicille. Eretriyak 

irô baaxol tanim kee dabboh 

cuggaaneena baaxooxal tan ummattah 

afak tangicille massoyna. 

Eritrean Afar National Congress 
EANC: Eritrean Afar National Congress 

(EANC) is an exiled Eritrean 

Afar political organization dedicated to 

self-determination and self-rule of 

Eritrean Afar people in the coastal 

homeland of Dankalia, Eritrea, where the 

indigenous Afar are subjected to 

marginalization, persecution and ethnic 

cleansing at the hands of the current 

Eritrean government. 
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Preamble:  The Afar Nation are one of Africa's long-established and culturally 

homogenous indigenous people who live in the Afar Triangle, at the convergence of what 

are now Ethiopia, Djibouti, and Eritrea since time immemorial. The Afar Triangle is also 

the treasure trove of early fossil remains, including “Lucy, Australopithecus Afarensis” 

dating back to 3.2 million-years-old—one of humankind’s earliest ancestors. Many 

Paleontologists refer to Afar homeland as the “cradle of humanity”. Most of the 3.5 million 

Afar people today continue with their traditional way of life as indigenous pastoralist 

engaged in animal husbandry, fishing, cross border trades and traditional salt extraction. 

During the time of “the Scramble for Africa”, at the end of 1800 century, the Afar 

traditional homelands were a subject of European colonialism and foreign invasions. As 

result the Afar nation was forcibly divided into three modern day sovereignties Ethiopia, 

Djibouti and Eritrea. 

 

Afar Nation in Dankalia: In Dankalia, The Afar resistance to Italian occupation was led 

by Sultan of Girrifo (Bidu), Sultan Haysma Ahaw and his sons Sultan Mohamed Haysama 

and continued to the days of Sultan Yassin Haysama. Afar Anti colonialism sentiment and 

resistance struggle by the Afar people against the Fascist Italians would go on for the next 

30 years where thousands of indigenous Afar lost their lives and prevented Mussolini forces 

from penetrating the Afar hinterlands and territories into modern day Ethiopia. In 1931 

Afar Sultan Yassin Haysma, was captured and killed in a village of Bidu, Dankalia. The 

defeat of Sultan Haysma cleared the way for Italy to take control of Dankalia and began to 

construct the main artery asphalt road to link the highlands of Ethiopia to the sea outlet in 

Eritrea. Assab to Addis- Ababa - Desse, road was built in 1935. 

 

Afar Nation and Eritrean Independence struggle: In the early 1950’s- 60’s, the Eritrean 

Afar Heroes like Sheikh Mohamed Omar Akitto, Abdulkadir Kabir were the pioneers of 

Eritrea’s liberation struggle. Sheihk Akito was one of the Eritrean leaders who presented 

the Eritrean case to the UN commission against Ethiopian federation. Later during struggle, 

Dankalia served as strategic outlet to Arabia and a power base for many Afar military 

commanders who sacrificed their lives for Eritrean independence.  

 

Following Eritrean Independence: President Isaias Afwerki  has turned Eritrea into giant 

prison and his military ruling junta, the People's Front for Justice and democracy (PFDJ), 

have betrayed the dreams and aspirations of Afar nation and the Eritrean people. The 

Eritrean regime is removing the Afar from Dankalia and colonizing the area with others.  In 

order to remove the Afar, the regime is using mass murder, rapes, kidnapping, political 

assassinations, and extrajudicial killings and ethnic persecution of Afar leadership. In 

addition to its violent persecutions, the Eritrean regime has deployed systematic and racist 

policies to destroy Afar identity, land and propriety rights and cultural and indigenous 

institutions. The Afar the rights to own and live off their traditional lands, territories and 

resources have all been taken away illegally. The traditional economic means for which 

Afar were known for have all but destroyed.  Nearly 200,000 Eritrean Afar people have fled 

Dankalia following violence and ethnic persecution.  

Afar Resistance Continues: Following in the footsteps of his previous Afar resistance 

fighters, Martyr Ahmed Humad Igahle, from small village of Abbe in central Dankalia, has 

led a new rebellion on May 20, 1995 against current Eritrean regime. He took up arms 

struggle to fight for Afar self-determination and political autonomy with an aim of  

Establishing a just and democratic Eritrea. The Afar resistance lives on.    

  Eritrean Afar People  

 
 

 
Afar one of nine Eritrean Nationalities  

 

 
Indigenous Afar resistance forces facing  

off against Italian Colonial regiment in 

ASSAB in 1900. 
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Dankalia: Dankalia is one the most sought after and prime real estate in Eritrea and 

the Horn of Africa. Dankalia is strategically situated on international shipping routes 

between the strategic passages at the heart of the red sea near Bab-el-Mandeb in close 

proximity to Yemen and Saudi Arabia. This traditional Afar homeland (Dankalia) is over 

40,000 Square Kilometers in size, stretching from the northern tip of Bori Peninsula near 

Massawa to southern town of Rahyta. The coastal regions of Dankalia stretch up to 1000 

KM and contain historic villages, ports, and islands. Dahlak Island, for example, contains 

over 300 islands which have served as the traditional Afar fishing economic base for 

generations. 
Exploitation of Dankalia and Afar Natural Resources  

Exploitation of Dankalia’s natural resources has been the hallmark of the current Eritrean 

regime. After displacing indigenous Afar from 

traditional territories the Eritrean regime has signed a 

joint venture deal with Australian corporation worth 

billions of dollars of potash resources. Eritrea’s 

agreemen

t with 

foreign 

corporati

on clearly 

ignored the land rights and sidelined the 

grievances of indigenous people, who’re the 

original owners of Cullili potash resources and 

territories in Dankalia. In above photo, Afar 

Potash from Eritrea was welcomed at London Stock Exchange in July, 2018 

AFAR Traditional Leadership     
October 2018: Eritrean Afar Traditional Leadership (AL AYAN AFAR) held a meeting in 

Logiya, Ethiopia to discuss the normalization of relations between Ethiopia-Eritrea.   

WE CONDEMN these actions of intimidation and coercion by Eritrean government and 

call on all of our people to remain steadfast and united under these circumstances.   

WE, THEREFORE, The Eritrean Afar  people, the Traditional Afar Elders, including Afar 

refugees, women and youth assembled together in the City of Logya, Ethiopia declare to 

the World the solemn will of the Eritrean Afar 

Nation as follows: 

1. The Eritrean Afar people must be 
compensated for the loss of lives, 
properties, their indigenous way of life 
and must be compensated for other 
crimes against humanity committed 
during the past 27 years in Eritrea.  

2. The Eritrean Afar people must have 
the right to political autonomy in 
Dankalia within its traditional territories of the coast of Bori to Rahayta.  

Link:  Declaration of Eritrean Afar Traditional Leadership(Majlis Al Ayaan)  

   Dankalia 
 

 
Afar’s traditional homeland in Eritrea is  
known as Dankalia, which lies along the geo-
strategic and resource rich coastal areas on 
 the red sea in Eritrea 

 

 
 

 

http://dankalia.org/2018/10/declaration-of-eritrean-afar-traditional-leadershipmajlis-al-ayaan/
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EANC Letter to PM ABIY of Ethiopia 
Dear Prime Minister: 

September, 2018: I’m writing to bring to your attention the concerns Afar Eritreans have arising out the changed 
situation in the Horn of Africa stimulated by your opening to Eritrea.   

 

Afar Eritreans strongly support your initiative in seeking normalization of relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
We believe this offers great potential for resolving border conflicts, for peaceful co-existence of nations and 

nationalities in the region and for promoting economic collaboration and socio-economic integration of the peoples 

in the Ethiopia/Eritrea/Djibouti triangle -- all of which we embrace. 

 

The new Ethiopia – Eritrea relationship also creates an opportunity for Ethiopia to be a critical partner in addressing 
the grave human rights crisis in Eritrea – a situation which United Nations agencies have labeled a threat to world 

peace. Yours is a particularly strong and credible voice to raise these human rights violations with your Eritrean 

counterparts, and seek to end them. We hope you will do so. 
 

The Eritrean human rights catastrophe has fallen heavily upon Afar people. This is the focus of the Afar concerns I 

want to discuss with you here. As noted by various United Nations’ instrumentalities: 
"The Commission [of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea] collected information that the Afar people have been 

subjected to extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearance by the Eritrean Government since 2000. These killings 

have also triggered their displacement from their lands within the country and across borders to Ethiopia and 
Djibouti. This has posed great difficulty to their livelihoods as they depend on their traditional lands for the 

sustenance as an indigenous ethnic group;"  

“The Afar and Kunama ethnic groups were particularly targeted in the period from 1998 to 2001. Persecution has 
been an integral part of the Government's efforts to maintain its authority in a manner contrary to international law. 

The commission, therefore, finds that Eritrean officials have committed the crime of persecution, a crime against 

humanity, in a widespread and systematic manner since May 1991." 
 

Afar concerns arise out of Ethiopia’s proposed use of the very same lands that have been ethnically cleansed by 

crimes against humanity. These crimes are ongoing. That this is so was attested to in June of this year (2018) by the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Eritrea, who reported on   

“arbitrary and uncompensated evictions. The Special Rapporteur was informed that forced evictions continue in 

particular in the area around Assab, the port city in the Southern Red Sea Region, an area traditionally belonging to 
or used by the Afar.”  

 

This situation is complicated by international crimes committed by Saudi and UAE forces operating from this area. 
To the severe criticism leveled against these forces in the UN  Report dated Aug 28, 2018, we add that UAE attack 

helicopters repeatedly shoot and kill Afar civilians carrying on their traditional fishing activities in their traditional 

homeland along the Dankalia coast, a fact which the Special Rapporteur also recorded. 
Ethiopia is not now involved in these crimes against humanity or ethnic cleansing in Eritrea.  We are very concerned 

that Ethiopia’s proposed use of traditional Eritrean Afar lands and resources without Eritrean Afar consent could 

raise issues about after the fact complicity. We are also concerned that use of these lands, where the situation is one 
of ongoing crimes, could more directly involve Ethiopia in criminal liability.  

  

The Eritrean Afar call on you to do more than simply raise your voice with your Eritrean counterparts. Ethiopia will 
be making payments to Eritrea for the use of the Assab port and related lands. The Afar people call on you to subject 

any such payments to the following conditions: 

 

1. Eritrea must stop ethnic cleansing of Afar people from their traditional territories immediately and 

permanently; 

2. Eritrea must stop uncompensated land expropriations of Afar people; 
3. Eritrea must return to, or compensate Afar for, uncompensated expropriations of Afar lands, properties and 

businesses to date;  

4. Eritrean Afar must receive through some Afar controlled entity (such as Afar Sultanates) a fair share of profits 
gained from the use of the Assab port by Ethiopia, and from any natural resource extraction or other use of 

resources in Afar traditional territories by any governments or entities;  

5. Eritrean Afar must have within Eritrea political autonomy similar to that granted to Afar in Ethiopia 

   Afar Indigenous Rights  
 
Restore Eritrean Afar Rights to  
 Lands and Natural Resources of 

Dankalia 
 Stratigic coasts and the Sea,  
 economic development and 

Protection of enivronment    
 

Restore Afar Dignity &  
Economic Freedom 

 
  Restore Afar’s Rights  to  Self Rule 

and Self determination  
  Afar Language (Qafar- Af)  as 

official Language in Dankalia 
  Protect and promote    

Indigenous way  of Life and   
      culture  
 promote local  Afar traditional  

economic development, socio-
economic Afar cultural  
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Afar Marginalization in Eritrea 
In Nov. 2, 2015 – The United Arab 

Emirates has landed at key port in Assab 

and has since expanded its presence in 

historic territory near Makkaaka. The 

secretive agreement between the two 

governments are said to be for multi years 

contract and worth billions of dollars.  

 

 

Land Grab 

A systematic land garb and Afar 

marginalization by Eritrean regime has 

led to various international actors such as 

UAE and multinational corporations competing for strategic coasts and natural resources in 

Dankalia. These deliberate and illegal lands grabs by the Eritrean regime and his 

international facilitators are key factors Afar displacement from Eritrea as well as 

contributing to Afar marginalization socially, economically and politically in Eritrea.  

 

Attack of Afar indigenous way of life and economic activities  

Since arriving in Afar territories in 2015, United Arab Emirates (UAE) attack helicopters 

shot and killed Afar civilians as they carry out their traditional fishing activities in their 

traditional homeland of Dankalia along the southern Red Sea coast of Eritrea. 

 

  

UAE base near Makkaka 

In June of 2018 the Special Rapporteur on 

the Situation of Human Rights in Eritrea 

confirmed that ongoing UAE construction 

on these lands(Afar lands) involves ongoing 

displacement of Afar people.  UAE’s action 

“has led to arbitrary and uncompensated 

evictions. The Special Rapporteur was 

informed that forced evictions continue in 

particular in the area around Assab, the port 

city in the Southern Red Sea Region, an 

area traditionally belonging to or used by 

the Afar. (UN SR Report 2018)                                                                       

Strategic Resources and 

 Afar Land Rights 

 
Ports, Sea Coasts 

 
 Afar control of strategic ports and 

 Lands, sea coasts, fisheries 

 Established revenue sharing  
Initiatives and laws between all 
 Nationalities of Eritrea. 

 Reform Mining sector and renegotiate 
multinational corporations  
agreements  
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United Nations SR Met with Afar  
AFAR property rights must be respected  
Former United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea Ms. 
Sheila Keetharuth with Afar community in Canada in 2018  

 
New York October 24,2018:- In her final report to the 73rd session of the General 
Assembly  Ms. Sheila B. Keetharuth, Special Rapporteur on the situation of  human 
rights in Eritrea stressed on Afar right violations in Eritrea in particular the illigal 
eviction of Afar people from  their traditional land and  coastal areas.  
 
In June of 
2018 the 
Special 
Rapporteur 
on the 
Situation of 
Human 
Rights in 
Eritrea 
confirmed 
that ongoing 
UAE 
construction 
on these 
lands involves ongoing displacement of Afar people.  UAE’s action “has led to 
arbitrary and uncompensated evictions. The Special Rapporteur was informed that 
forced evictions continue in particular in the area around Assab, the port city in the 
Southern Red Sea Region, an area traditionally belonging to or used by the Afar.”  
 
The above acts, in which UAE is involved, are “intentional acts to dispossess 
indigenous Afar People of their ancestral lands, their livelihood and their culture.” 
The means used, as UN instrumentalities have found, involve ongoing persecution, 
a crime against humanity.  UAE government and officials are now directly involved 
and complicit in this crime.  
 
The Government continues to pursue a land policy that has legitimized forcible 
displacement and dispossession of indigenous populations and minorities, leading 
to arbitrary and uncompensated evictions. For example, the Afar people, a 
pastoralist ethnic minority, have been forcefully evicted, affecting their means of 
livelihood. They depend on their land, salt mines and fishing and they have been 
removed from around Assab, the port city in the Southern Red Sea Region, an 
area traditionally belonging to or used by them. Overtures have been made for their 
return to Eritrea from neighbouring countries. 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23774&
LangID=E  
 

 

    Human Rights 

 
Ensure Afar’s fundamental rights 

and Human Rights  

 Protection and Safety from 
ethnic persecutions 

 Protection from propriety and 
land expropriations and 
exploitation  

 
AFAR  lands, property & 
Businesses rights  

 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23774&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23774&LangID=E
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EANC Congress in Sweden  
Sweden on June 30th, 2018 

July 5, 2018 | Over 200 delegates from 

Afar and other Eritrean opposition groups 

gathered in Uppsala, Sweden to create a 

new, unified Eritrean Afar opposition 

organization, the Eritrean Afar National 

Congress (EANC). Delegates elected Mr. 

Ahmed Youssouf Mohamed President of 

EANC, Mr. Abdurhman Ahmed Mahmud 

Vice-President, 35 members to its 

Legislative Council and 15 members to its 

Executive Committee. 

     

          
 

UPPSALA DECLARATION  

JULY 1st 2018, Resolution of the Eritrean Afar National Congress (EANC)  

WE, the Indigenous Afar People of Eritrea, including Afar Elders, women, refugees, youth, 

Afar political and civic entities, and their senior representative organization, the Eritrean 

Afar National Congress (EANC), assembled together in Congress at the City of Uppsala, 

Sweden, declare to the World the solemn will of the Eritrean Afar People as follows:  

AND WHEREAS all member states of the United Nations have a responsibility to protect 

vulnerable populations from crimes against humanity; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE ERITREAN AFAR NATIONAL CONGRESS AND ITS 

DELEGATES:  

Link: Uppsala Declaration http://dankalia.org/uppsala-declaration-july-1-2018/ 

 

 

    
AFAR SELF RULE 
 IN ERITREA 

 
 

POLITICAL AUTONOMY 

 
Exercise our people’s right to self 
determination and to have the 
right to Self-government & 
autonomy in matters relating to 
Afar internal and local affairs, as 
well as ways and means for 
financing Afar autonomous 
functions in Eritrea. 

 

http://dankalia.org/uppsala-declaration-july-1-2018/
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EANC ON WORLD MEDIA   
Deutsche Welle Radio Amharic, Germany       
  

           
 

CBC NEWS Link below 

https://www.facebook.com/396338647172315/videos/11351986532
86307/?t=149  

 

CBC NEWS                                    DW Amharic Radio 

       
Interview Link:       Link:  
 www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/ottawa-morning/segment/15555740                                               
DW Link here: 
https://www.dw.com/am/%E1%8B%A8%E1%8A%A4%E1%88%AD%E1%89%B5%E1%88%AB-
%E1%8A%A0%E1%8D%8B%E1%88%AE%E1%89%BD-
%E1%88%B5%E1%88%9E%E1%89%B3/a-
45476595?fbclid=IwAR3cPxX_WxEUBU0p7_7FfnovMev_hD4hgTD-TyiC2KyPwAvguA4uPwEDI8k  
 

 

    
 Constitutional Reform    
 And Human Right 

  
 

 
 
 Power sharing constitution 

between Eritrea’s ethnicities  

 Protect Indigenous Rights 

Customary Law, and Land 

resources  

 Rule of Law, Democracy and 

Human rights  

 Federal Constitution based on 

Ethnicity & Region  

 Decentralization 

 Equality of all Nationalities   

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/396338647172315/videos/1135198653286307/?t=149
https://www.facebook.com/396338647172315/videos/1135198653286307/?t=149
http://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/ottawa-morning/segment/15555740
https://www.dw.com/am/%E1%8B%A8%E1%8A%A4%E1%88%AD%E1%89%B5%E1%88%AB-%E1%8A%A0%E1%8D%8B%E1%88%AE%E1%89%BD-%E1%88%B5%E1%88%9E%E1%89%B3/a-45476595?fbclid=IwAR3cPxX_WxEUBU0p7_7FfnovMev_hD4hgTD-TyiC2KyPwAvguA4uPwEDI8k
https://www.dw.com/am/%E1%8B%A8%E1%8A%A4%E1%88%AD%E1%89%B5%E1%88%AB-%E1%8A%A0%E1%8D%8B%E1%88%AE%E1%89%BD-%E1%88%B5%E1%88%9E%E1%89%B3/a-45476595?fbclid=IwAR3cPxX_WxEUBU0p7_7FfnovMev_hD4hgTD-TyiC2KyPwAvguA4uPwEDI8k
https://www.dw.com/am/%E1%8B%A8%E1%8A%A4%E1%88%AD%E1%89%B5%E1%88%AB-%E1%8A%A0%E1%8D%8B%E1%88%AE%E1%89%BD-%E1%88%B5%E1%88%9E%E1%89%B3/a-45476595?fbclid=IwAR3cPxX_WxEUBU0p7_7FfnovMev_hD4hgTD-TyiC2KyPwAvguA4uPwEDI8k
https://www.dw.com/am/%E1%8B%A8%E1%8A%A4%E1%88%AD%E1%89%B5%E1%88%AB-%E1%8A%A0%E1%8D%8B%E1%88%AE%E1%89%BD-%E1%88%B5%E1%88%9E%E1%89%B3/a-45476595?fbclid=IwAR3cPxX_WxEUBU0p7_7FfnovMev_hD4hgTD-TyiC2KyPwAvguA4uPwEDI8k
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 AFAR PROTEST WORLDWIDE 

 
 

                         Sweden                                                    Norway 

      
      

Brussels, Belgium                                       Ottawa, Canada         

          
 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) Killings of AFAR 

in Eritrea 

August 2018:  Since taking over of Afar territories 

UAE attack helicopters repeatedly shoot and kill 

Afar civilians carrying on their traditional fishing 

in their traditional homeland along the southern 

Red Sea coast of Eritrea. In 2015, the Eritrean 

government granted coastal land to United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) for a military base to use in the 

war against Yemen. These lands are the traditional 

territory of the Afar, an indigenous people, who 

have used them for thousands of years. 

 

 

Natural Resources Exploitation 
 Economic Marginalization 
 Land Expropriations 

 Land Grab   

 Illegal land lease and transfer of 

ASSAB to UAE  

 

 
 

 Potash Resources Exploitations  

by Australia-Eritrea 
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EANC Engaging Eritreans  
Sweden                     Brussels 

                          

Educating EU and AFRICA on AFAR 
  

                            

Link to Hon. Chief Charumbira, F.Z. MP, Vice President, Pan-African Parliament speech 
https://www.facebook.com/396338647172315/videos/2063950010360166/   

AFAR Poverty Chart in Eritrea  

AFAR marginalization chart shows worst HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX (HDI) among 

continental AFRICA  

 

   Dankalia 
 

 
 
 

 

 

End Afar Marginalization in Eritrea 

 

 
 

For information on Afar movement,  

 how to get involved  

 

Contact Us 

Email: info@dankalia.org 

Website: www.dankalia.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/396338647172315/videos/2063950010360166/

