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Preface
Whether facing off against the colonialism of the late 1880’s or the Soviet/USA backed African
rebellion, the indigenous people have been traditionally trampled under the feet of the great powers
(Elephants) of the time. Even more so for the indigenous Afar, with a prime coastal land, with
geostrategic significance and precious resources deposits, the region has been prone to frontline conflict
and marginalization. Today as regional powers vie for dominance and control of access to the sea and
strategic territories, the indigenous Afar are once again trampled under the feet of these battling
elephants. These proud and fierce resistance fighters were the first to confront colonization of their
coastal lands and helped bring the end to colonialism in the 1960’s. For generations, the Afar Nations of
the Horn of Africa have been systematically oppressed and marginalized by regional powers they once
fought to protect. The Afar territory’s geostrategic significance and the wealth of untapped resources
have been a curse rather than a blessing.
In Eritrea, the indigenous Afar are in crisis. Eritrea has been in a war footing since its
independence. Eritrea initiated conflicts with all its neighbors even those across the red sea. The country
has isolated itself internationally and become known as a reclusive state and a repressive regime.
Eritrean regime uses the pretext of “no-war, no-peace” to repress domestic policies. The country has kept
its people in thrall. In the name of state building, the Eritrean government has established a police state.
In Dankalia, the traditional Afar homeland, Eritrea has begun the systematic destruction of the indigenous
people and deployed a strategy to expropriate the potential wealth of the region. In any other part of the
world, this is called genocide. The UN has recognized the mass graves and the mass exploitation of the
Afar people, though these crimes are not limited to the Afar, the indigenous minorities such as the Afar
and Kunama have suffered much of the aggression.
As a consequence of these aggressions, the Afar are now a people in exile all over the world, many
fleeing to neighbouring countries with little to no ability to support them. The violent takeovers and the
environment created have had a profound effect on Afar thinking and livelihood. Leading to the further
decimation of the indigenous population in the Horn of Africa. Nowhere are these profound changes more
apparent than in the current State of Eritrea. Eritreans are amongst the leading bloc of refugees coming
from Sub-Saharan Africa into Europe only second to war-torn countries like Syria and Afghanistan.
In June 2016, The United Nations Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea found chilling
accounts of human rights violations that amount to crimes against humanity, including ethnic crimes
against the Eritrean Afar people. The recognition of the UN means the world is informed. “The Afar
people hope to use this to unite all the marginalized groups of Eritrea into one voice. This will
allow for a united front to fight on the behalf of all and lending credence to their voice.”
Unity Congress
Taking place during the first half of the event the unity congress will begin with the inauguration of the
Eritrean Afar National Congress (EANC). During this event, we hope to attract Eritrean individuals,
opposition & political leaders, Eritrean civic society groups, influential women and youth groups, and
members from Eritrean, Ethiopia, Djibouti Diaspora and the surrounding regions.
The goal of the Congress
 Highlight over two decades of unprecedented human rights violations, persecution, and
marginalization of the Afar people in Eritrea
 Provide a voice for the neglected and marginalized groups, who’s geostrategic and natural
resources advantages have been misused and abused
 What the effects of historic marginalization, persecution and unsponsored conflicts mean for the
immediate communities, their culture, a way of life and socioeconomic wellbeing
 Make transparent the extent of the damage to their fellow citizens and to the people of the region
as a whole.

Intellectual Summit
With a collection of experts and a needful audience, the second half of each day will be gathering of
intellectuals. We will have key speakers discuss points highly relevant to the different problems facing the
marginalized communities in the region. The aim is to bring together every marginalized voice,
communities, and stakeholders of the horn of Africa region for peaceful discussion. We will look to foster
a culture of deeper understanding and collaboration in all areas of African development. With the goal of
protecting indigenous rights, socioeconomic development and promote a diverse and multicultural
constitutional model in post-dictatorial Eritrea.
During this event, we hope to attract key members of each smaller nationalities and indigenous groups
who are marginalized by the Eritrean government. The Afar with their political achievements, UN
recognition, and organizational capability hope to lend their power to all groups to speak in a cohesive
voice against the atrocities that are being done against them. The goal here is to create a true person to
person network and inform the people of the area of the need of a true democratic framework for equal
representation and wealth sharing for all the different groups in the region.
Geopolitical/ Economic Significance
10% of world trade moves through the red sea region, this is set to double as Egypt expands the Suez
Canal. The 20 countries that use the route as their primary trading corridor in the red sea region are the
largest, fastest-growing, and least exploited emerging market in the world. The population in the region is
expected to double from 620 million to 1.3 billion (United Nations). With one of the world’s highest
urbanization rates, the middle class will grow from 136 to 343 million by 2050 (Brookings). GDP will triple
from 1.8 trillion to 6.1 trillion (PWC), the trade will increase five-fold from 881 billion to 4.7 trillion (PWC).
The estimate is based on a historical constant rate which grossly understates their potential. With the
summits success and true democratic relations, the true growth potential is ever higher.
Six countries (Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and Djibouti) make up the red sea region
with Eritrea controlling prime coastal area on eastern shoreline notably in Dankalia. The major loss in the
region is from the Assab port in Dankalia built with the help of Italy this is a prime deep-water port.
Ethiopia controlled the port until 1991. The port has been shut down since the conflict erupted between
Eritrea and Ethiopia in 1998-2000. A UN embargo for the believed arming of Al Shabab Jihadists has
increased security surveillance by the USA and its allies in the region. The Monitoring Group on Somalia
and Eritrea has been unable to find conclusive evidence of Eritrean support for Al-Shabaab for over 3
years. The UN has begun talks to possibly ending the embargo. With Ethiopia’s historical dependence on
the Eritrean ports, there could be normalization of relations and trade partnership in the works. The
changing of the leadership in Ethiopia and possible peace talks could see a cessation of hostilities in the
region and a return to mutual benefit for economic growth.
Looking to neighboring Djibouti as an example we can see in the graph almost double the GDP
growth. Djibouti's economy has seen growth around 6% on average mostly attributed to the fast growth
of the import of neighboring Ethiopia. Following the opening of peaceful relations between the three
neighbors, the potential growth for all
could be staggering.
GDP Growth
The region has great importance for
the powers of the world which can be
seen by the host of military bases and
forces in the region notably in Djibouti
including USA, China, France, and
Japan. The region is primed to control
more than of world trade. It’s
increasingly important to the world
powers for controlling piracy and
radicalization activities.
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With the overdevelopment of the world and rapidly growing emerging economies, key natural
resources and food will become increasingly costly to control. The region around the red sea represents
the most untouched emerging market with high potential. Close to the coast and rich in potash, natural
gas, gold, and other precious metals, with access to the Middle East and key strategic location to
maximize future benefits for the country as a whole and the reason for the current conflict and
marginalization. At the summit, we will look to sustainable development model to ensure the continuation
and economic wellbeing of diverse indigenous people such as Afar nation.
Human Rights
The Eritrean government is destroying the basis of the Indigenous economy by confiscating Afar
properties and exploiting the Afar’s traditional lands, resources and territories and selling off Dankalia’s
port, seaways and potash mines to multinational corporations illegally. The Eritrean government has
deliberately used polices to attack Afar trade practices, the indigenous way of life and linguistic heritage.
The Afar region has one of the largest unexplored potash basins globally with over six billion tonnes of
potassium bearing salts suitable for the production of potash fertilizers. On May 2013, Governmentowned Eritrean National Mining Corporation (ENAMCO) signed 50-50 a joint venture with Australian
Corporation Danakali (formerly South Boulder Mines). The Danakali’s Collili Potash mine is estimated to
have a production life of more than 200 years, and an area spanning over 400km2.
In November 2015 – Eritrea leased vast Afar territory and the near port of Assab to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) for 30 years, reportedly for hundreds of millions of dollars. UAE has since built a huge
military presence in Assab, Eritrea, where it uses the port and adjacent airfield to conduct operations
against Houthi rebels in Yemen. In May 2017, a United Arab Emirates (UAE) helicopter reportedly
attacked indigenous Afar fishermen inside Eritrea, killing one person instantly while injuring nine others.
In June 2015, The UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea (COI) confirmed that Eritrean
officials have committed various crimes against humanity in a widespread and systematic manner
against the Eritrean indigenous population since 1991.1
➢ The COI stated the actions by Eritrean authority “may be construed as an intentional act to
dispossess them [the Afar] of their ancestral lands, their livelihood and their culture” (Paragraph
56) and that:
➢ The killing of members of the Afar ethnic group and reports of the existence of Mass-grave…have
triggered their displacement from their lands within the country and across borders to Ethiopia
and Djibouti. This has posed great difficulty to their livelihoods as they depend on their traditional
lands for the sustenance as an
indigenous ethnic group," (Para 1120b).
➢ Land traditionally belonging to or used
by the Afars was seized in the
framework of the Land reform and
afterward by the decision of the
Government, without consultation of the
impacted communities; (para 1157)
➢ Paragraph-295 of COI Report reads as
follows: “The Commission also has
reasonable grounds to believe that
Eritrean officials have intentionally and
➢ Severely deprived Eritrean Kunama and
Afar of fundamental rights contrary to
international law on ethnic grounds.
Displaced Afar refugee children from Eritrea in Ethiopia(Can go Afar )
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UN Commission of The UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea (COI)

As the result of these policies and government actions, the Afar people are now among Africa’s most
marginalized and impoverished indigenous groups.
One in ten Afar children dies during childbirth. The Afar have the lowest life expectancy rate amongst
Eritreans, (49 years) comparing to the national average of 64 years. The Afar illiteracy rate is among the
highest in the world. The ongoing human rights abuses, resources and land expropriations, violence,
climate change, drought and other socioeconomic and political marginalization are factors leading to
indigenous populations decline.
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Look to the experts to understand the true level of human rights violations in the region and have keynote
speakers discuss the best ways to see the cessation of these violations. How best to integrate and
coexist in a multicultural society.
Indigenous Rights
There are at least 4 indigenous groups within the Eritrean borders, Afar (between 4 and 12%),
Kunama (2%), Saho (4%) and Nara (>1%). They are distinct from the two dominant ethnic groups
(Tigrinya and Tigre) by language, religion, economy, law, culture, and way of life. Eritrean state emanates
from these dominant groups who control the power and resources of Eritrea. The government has
focused on removing sub-state identities which are seen as a threat to nation-building.2 In particular, the
indigenous peoples have been pressured by the government’s policy of eradicating identification along
ethnic, regional and religious lines. Indigenous people are highly dependent on their land. The current
regime has made expropriations and land grabs legal under its 1997 constitution and land proclamation
of Eritrea, which states:
“All lands and all-natural resources below and above the surface of the territory of Eritrea belong
to the State.”
By inviting key experts and speakers in indigenous rights to the summit we will look to ways to address
the nation-building addenda that does not jeopardize the integrity of Dankalia and Afar traditional
heritage. How best to unite the voice of the indigenous people with the marginalized groups into one
cohesive voice.
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Indigenous peoples in Eritrea, Professor Magnet https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3159973

Conflict Resolution/Mediation
True resolution and adequate representation by everyone will require more than most understand.
As discussed above the potential economic benefits of the region could turn around the whole country
and greed is a powerful motivator. While the Afar people wish for peace and sharing of the wealth this is
a hot-button issue and outside advice, moderation etc. in these situations is key. While the indigenous
Afar people have historically resolved conflicts peacefully through Afar customer law (Madqa) and the
signing of peace treaties, understanding Eritrean state, and foreign motives and how best to reach them
will be the goal during the summit.
Who Should Attend
While open for anyone who can make the journey to Sweden we hope to attract not only the Afar
people but all nationalities and marginalized groups in the area. This will allow true learning of the
different groups and the establishment of one voice and a collective effort of all nationalities and
marginalized groups against the Eritrean state. To those leaders and representative that cannot make the
journey we offer you the chance to Skype in and ensure an adequate representation of your voice at the
conference.
Key Events
Indigenous and Minority Workshop
The different nationalities and indigenous group leaders/representatives will come together in a
joint workshop for the mandate to first establish the key points of negotiable terms that all groups can
agree to. With the Afar taking the lead they will create documentation and choose representatives to
engage with policymakers in the region and key UN, EU and USA government. Documents will be signed
by delegates and can include but will not be limited to
➢ Recognizing that Eritrea has committed crimes against humanity on a large scale and
routine manner against Eritrea’s minorities and indigenous peoples
➢ Recognize that Eritrea’s crimes against humanity are a threat to world peace and safety
and livelihood of people in the region
➢ Coalition aims are self –determination, rule of law, democracy, human rights, autonomy,
language rights, peaceful relations with neighbours, respect for indigenous peoples and
indigenous rights
The hope is with a united front of all marginalized groups the world will take greater recognition of
the atrocities and garner the support of the policymakers in the region. As a truly democratic state would
not only meet their humanitarian laws better but improve the free market economy in the region.
The second deliverable will be an EANC resolution condemning Samad Baysa (Ethnic Cleansing)
to send to regional representatives and other world leaders. It will include the agreement and support of
all the stakeholders and the agreed upon solutions and demands. The resolution will allow for the Afar to
lead the united voice for all marginalized groups in Eritrea.
The goal of the Workshop
➢ Need to come together for a united agreement on a list of key points that stay consistent with
providing a voice for the neglected and marginalized groups of Eritrea and the region
➢ The respect for human rights, constitutional reform, equality of all nationalities, protection for
indigenous land rights economy and the right to self-rule
➢ Select one speaker to fight for the rights of all groups to ensure credence to the voice of all
Reasons to attend
➢ Provide support for the Afar people

➢ Establish a single voice to send a strong message to the Eritrean government that human rights
violations will not be tolerated against anyone
➢ A worthy cause for humanitarians and activist to help one of the most marginalized people on
Earth
➢ Great learning and networking opportunity as experts in the area and humanitarians come to
speak on the situation and their different expertise
➢ Ensure your specific nationality/group are adequately represented
➢ Establish a framework and documents to begin the fight against the Eritrean state
➢ Ensure sustainable economic growth, regional security and prevention of conflict in the region is
achieved by mutual cooperation of people to people in the region
The goal of the Summit
To bring together Eritreans and Ethiopian scholars, experts in constitutional law, conflict resolutions,
indigenous rights groups and human rights organizations, and regional stakeholders for peaceful
coexistence. To discuss possible ways forward for democratization, protection of indigenous rights and to
build bridges for sustainable socio-economic relations between brotherly nations and nationalities in
Eritrea, Djibouti, Ethiopia, and Somalia.
The mission
This congress was to introduce the different nationalities and marginalized groups to each other.
The summit was to give you the knowledge on how to effect positive change in the Afar situation and
establish one cohesive voice to fight against the Eritrean state and attract help. Our mission is to enable
and support attendees in their endeavors to help the Afar people. We must come together to create
concrete actions that will make a difference in Afar situation in Dankilia, Eritrea. These actions will not
only benefit the Afar, but the cessation of violence and creation of a democratic state would improve the
lives of all marginalized groups and the region as a whole.
We hope this event will force meaningful conversation on the threat to indigenous existence in Eritrea
and the lack of representation of the indigenous voice on the geostrategic and socioeconomic
development of the Horn of Africa.

Proposed-Rodney Nelson: PhD (ABD), C.DIR, PAED, CAPA, Aboriginal Enriched Support Program
Coordinator, AESP and ESP FYS Instructor Carleton U. With over 20 years experience in the field
Rodney brings key expertise in Aboriginal Governance and Economic Development. With past speaking
arrangements for Impact benefit Agreements 2015 and developing community consensus to leverage the
economic opportunity of our land 2015. He brings key expertise in bringing diverse groups together for
economic sharing of wealth and garnering the support of the different indigenous groups.
Joseph Eliot Magnet: F.R.S.C., B.A., LL.B., LL.M., Ph.D. is Professor of Law at the University of
Ottawa. Professor Magnet is one of Canada's most respected constitutional lawyers. Professor Magnet is
a Legal Counsel for the Afar Nation; he filed numerous complaints with the United Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) against the State of Eritrea for massive human rights violations and the forcible
displacement of the Afar. An expert on constitutional law and frequent expert before the Senate and
House of Commons and distinguished visiting lecturer around the world. With 18 published works many
awards winning, Joseph Eliot will be a key speaker at the conference.
Warren L. Creates Immigration lawyer and head of immigration law at Perley-Robertson, Hill McDougall.
Warren Creates, a prominent immigration lawyer in Canada, President, and founder of the Can-Go Afar
Foundation, a charitable organization dedicated to helping the Afar humanitarian causes to raise funds,
deliver worthy projects and advocate for the Afar people. Past presenter at U.S. Department of
Commerce, cross-border movement of people 2015&2017, Ontario and Ottawa Economic Leadership
Summit 2014, Bi-Annual Gathering of the Afar Diaspora in Brussels, August 2014.
Ahmed Youssouf Mohamed: President of Eritrean Afar State in Exile (EASE), EANC Executive
member, Co-Founder of Can Go Afar Foundation. Mr. Mohamed is a staunch defender of afar political
and indigenous self-determination rights in Eritrea, a key member of Afar legal team who leads
accusations against Eritrean Government for the ethnic cleansing of Afar population. Co-drafted, “The
Samara Declaration” the most important afar constitutional rights document shaping the future of Afar
State in Eritrea. Currently, was instrumental in uniting various Afar political groups into EANC.

Hiruy Tedla Bairu: Eritrean scholar, one of the founders, organizers, and theoreticians of the
Ethiopian Students Movement (ESM) in the early 1960’s. He was the Vice President of the Eritrean
Liberation Front and the head of its Political Bureau for the period 1971-75. Later, he became the
General Secretary of the Eritrean Democratic Movement (1977-90). After independence Herui
served as a member of the Eritrean parliament. He later became Secretary General of the Eritrean
Alliance, consisting of sixteen organizations, for the period 2002-2005. He is presently the chairman
of the influential Eritrean Congress Party.

Proposed-Dr. Ibrahim Siraj: Eritrean scholar, prolific speaker on the different human rights violations
issues including refugees and cultural diversity of the Eritrean people. He is currently working with UN
agencies in Africa and EU.

.
Proposed-Felix Horne: is the Senior Ethiopia and Eritrea researcher for Human Rights Watch. Based in
Ottawa he has documented the human rights dimensions of Ethiopia’s development programs, telecom
surveillance, media freedoms, misuse of the counterterrorism law and other topical issues in the Horn of
Africa. Most recently the year-long crackdown against peaceful protesters in Ethiopia. Prior to working for
HRW, Felix has worked on a variety of indigenous rights and land issues in northern Canada and
internationally including several years of research into the impacts of agricultural investment in several
African countries. He holds a Masters in Resource and Environmental Management from Dalhousie
University and an undergraduate degree in urban planning from the University of Saskatchewan.

Hamad Yacin Issa: Swedish Afar Social Development Activist. One of the founding fathers of Swedish
Afar NGO Afar Friends in Sweden in 1994.Which is now running several development projects for the
benefit of the Afar people in the Horn of Africa. Served as chairman for 20 years before leaving the helm
in 2014 but is still active in the organization. Hamad served as a civil servant in the Executive Office of
Uppsala Municipality during 10 years after his studies at Uppsala University. Since 2013 he is working at
ABF Swedish Workers' Educational Organization responsible for coordinating the integration works.
Abdurahman Sayed: Has been a human and political rights activist for over 27 years. BA Honours and
Masters Degree in Comparative Federalism (combined with Conflict Resolution). He believes the two
rights are intertwined and that they should be the main rallying themes for the pro-democracy struggle in
Eritrea. He believes their achievement can potentially lead to a just and democratic society. His political
interests include Federalism as a conflict management/resolution tool as well as a system of governance
for plural societies, Horn of Africa confederation and economic integration, women empowerment and
leadership in the public sphere.

Mohamed Balua: Vice-President and Foreign Relations, Eritrean Afar State in Exile (EASE) University of
London, Political Science. Over 20 years of organizing and as an activist of Eritrean Diaspora and Afar in
the UK.

Zein Omar/Shokia: An Eritrean researcher and activist, involved in the Eritrean Student Movement and
the Eritrean national struggle as early as a teenager. Co-founder of the Network for Peace in the Horn of
Africa - Sweden, and active within GEAN - Global Eritrean Advocacy Network. Have spent one year of
national service in Dankalia in 1980, with the fighters of ELF in the area.

Conference Venue
Nedre slottsgatan 6,

Connect with us!
https://www.facebook.com/Eritrean-Afar-State-inExile-EASE-396338647172315/

753 09, Uppsala,
Sweden

https://twitter.com/easewithAfar

June 30th-July 1st
https://www.youtube.com/user/EritreanAfarState1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/115381366@N07/
http://dankalia.org/
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June 30th Day 1

July 1st Day 2

Unity Congress

Role of Afar Nation- Between Brokering
Peace and Protecting its Identity

9am-10am
Registration

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm

10am-10:15am
Inauguration to Eritrean Afar National Congress
– Mohamed Balua Preparatory Committee Chair
10:15am-10:30am
Inauguration to EANC, Eritrean Afar National
Congress – Abdulrahman Ahmed Mahamad
10:30am-11:30am
A message of Solidarity from Political and civic
society groups

A Quartet solution: Normalization of Eritrea,
Ethiopia Relations (Afar self-rule, Eritrea,
Ethiopia and International Port Authority)

Hiruy Tedla Bairu: Secretary-general of the
Alliance of Eritrean National Forces (AENF)
author, political activist
2:45 pm –3:00
Federalism: Governing pluralist society and
resolving conflict in Eritrea:

11:45 - 1:00 pm
Meet and greet of representatives
LUNCH

Abdurahman Sayed – Human & Political Rights
Activist, Social Science (International Relations)
with BA Honours, Masters Degree in Comparative
Federalism (combined with Conflict Resolution)

Role of Afar Nation- Between Brokering
Peace and Protecting its Identity

3:00pm –3:20pm
Q&A on presentations

1 pm – 1:15 pm

3:20pm – 3:30pm
Coffee Break

The existential threat of Afar ethnic identity in
Eritrea
Ahmed Youssouf Mohamed: EANC Executive,
President of Eritrean Afar State in Exile (EASE).
Co-founder and VP of Can Go Afar Foundation
1:15pm –1:45 pm
Rights to the Self-determination, autonomy,
Indigenous rights, Constitutional roadmap for
Eritrea
Joseph Eliot Magnet: F.R.S.C., B.A., LL.B., LL.M.,
Ph.D., Professor of Law at Ottawa University
1:45pm – 2:00 pm
Afar Refugee crisis and human rights
Warren L. Creates: Immigration lawyer and head
of immigration law at Perley-Robertson, Hill
McDougall, President Can Go Afar Foundation
2:00 pm – 2:15 pm
The role of the Afar people in the reconciliation
process between Eritrea and Ethiopia
Hamad Yacin – Founder, Swedish Afar NGO Afar
Friends in Sweden
2:15 pm – 2:30 pm
The Afar people of Eritrea- Ethno-history and
Regional Perspective as Tool of Liberation
Zein Omar/Shokia: Eritrean researcher, activist,
Co-founder of the Network for Peace in the Horn of
Africa - Sweden, and GEAN

3:30 –4:00pm
Discussions on Current Affairs in the region,
Eritrea-Ethiopia Normalization of Relations

4pm – 5pm
Indigenous and Minority Workshop: Creating
Document and EANC resolution
Led by Joseph Eliot Magnet: F.R.S.C., B.A.,
LL.B., LL.M., Ph.D., Professor of Law at Ottawa
University

Community Workshops
July 2nd - Day 3
9:00am – 12:30 am
Swedish Afar Community Workshop,
Sustainable Development & Role of Afar
Women, Afar Language, and Media
Community Presentations & Workshops
in Afar Af(Language)
Amin Ahmed Yassin EANC Executive
Hussein Issa EANC Executive
Handu Lahada Ahaw Afar Journalist
Mohamed Ahmed, EANC Head Branch, Canada

