
EASE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 

Eritrean Afar people inside Eritrea are in crisis. The current Eritrean regime is displacing 
them from their homeland in Dankalia, which they have inhabited for more than 2,000 
years, and re-colonizing it with others. Eritrea is achieving this using mass murder, 
terror, intimidation, rape, persecution and other forms of violence.  

The Afar people have filed allegations of gross human rights violations against Eritrea to 
the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. The Special Rapporteur, Sheila Keetharuth, was 
appointed by the Human Rights Council and in her May 28, 2013 Report (see below) 
strongly condemned Eritrea for its human rights violations of Afar people and other 
minorities. 

The Eritrean regime is destroying the basis of Eritrean Afar economy, namely fishing and 
animal husbandry, and confiscating Afar businesses. Afar families are fleeing their 
homeland by the tens of thousands into nearby Ethiopia, Yemen, Sudan and Djibouti for 
safety. Those who aren`t captured or shot by Eritrean security (who have orders to 
shoot Afar on sight) wind up in UN refugee camps, which are bursting at the seams with 
men, women, children and elders.   

The Afar homeland is known to contain vast resources, including large potash deposits, 
gold and other metals. Dankalia's coast is significant geopolitically as it includes the 
country's two main port cities of Assab and Massawa which are economically strategic 
to the regime’s continuation. 

Member states of the United Nations General Assembly and the International Criminal 
Court must hold the president of Eritrea, Issayas Afwerki and his regime to be 
accountable for their crimes against the Afar people and other minorities in Eritrea and 
must face the full extent of the law. 

These crimes against an entire ethnic group, whose case has now been sustained by a 

special U.N. committee and a Special Rapporteur report, has now enabled the world 

community to act decisively to prevent the Afar people from being wiped out in their 

homeland in Eritrea.   

In addition, we want the international community to stand along our side to stop the 

progression of this ethnic cleansing of Eritrean Afar people. The Human Rights 

Commission of the United Nations stands up for the human rights of people and stands 

against governments that work against their own people.  We expect the United Nations 

Human Rights Commission to stand with us on the right side of history and speak out 

against the systematic ethnic cleansing of the Afar people by the Eritrean regime.  In this 

day and age where the world stands up for human rights, equal justice, democracy and 

the rule of law, it is unbelievable that the people of Eritrean Afar are facing extinction 



while the world stands aside. History will judge those who say nothing on this issue; 

moral conscience should rise to action.  

The Afar people have a long history.  They are the cradle of the human race.  The African 

Union must understand Eritrean Afar are part of Africa and belong to Africa. We want 

prosperity, development, justice, peace and tranquility for all. We are a very peaceful 

people who wish all the best for our neighbours and fellow citizens. We are the people 

who are extending our arms out for peace and tranquility so that all ethnic groups in 

Eritrea may live in harmony with equal justice under the rule of law. We ask the African 

Union to stand with us to denounce the atrocities of ethnic cleansing perpetrated by the 

Eritrean regime against Eritrean Afar people.  

EASE is asking the United Nations Higher Commission for Refugees to help Eritrean Afar 

refugees who have fled to neighbouring countries, including Ethiopia, Djibouti, Yemen 

and Sudan. 

A. Human Rights Violations 
ARTICLE 1 OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES PROVIDES FOR THE FULL ENJOYMENT BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLE “OF ALL 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AS RECOGNIZED IN THE CHARTER OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS, THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW.”   

1. Special Rapporteur to the UN confirms Human Rights Violation in Eritrea 
According to the information collected by the Special Rapporteur, Sheila Keetharuth, on 

behalf of the UN Human Rights Council under resolution 20/20, human rights violations 

committed in Eritrea include, but are not limited to, extrajudicial killings; the ruthless 

implementation of a shoot-to-kill policy of persons attempting to cross borders; 

enforced disappearances and incommunicado detention; arbitrary arrests and 

detentions; widespread torture, both physical and psychological, during interrogation by 

the police, military and security forces; inhumane prison conditions; compulsory 

national service of an unspecified and extended duration; no respect for civil liberties, 

including the freedoms of expression and opinion, assembly, association, religious belief 

and movement; discrimination against women, and sexual and gender-based violence; 

violation of child rights, including conscription, which has a profound impact on 

education; and precarious living conditions. These violations were cited as reasons for 

pushing a constant stream of Eritreans to cross the borders. 

2. Mass Murder and Extrajudicial killings  
The Afar are subjected to extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, torture and 

rape, as well as the destruction of their traditional means of subsistence and livelihood 

and businesses. They have also been forced into displacement from their traditional 

territory. The Afar consider they are targeted as a community, given the Afar homeland 



is known to contain vast resources including large potash deposits and precious metals. 

Dankalia's coast is significant geopolitically. Evidence of Eritrea’s mistreatment of the 

Afar is in our archives collected from interviews of former Eritrean government officials 

and eye witness testimonies of many victims who survived the murder, torture, and 

disappearances of their loved ones. Eritrea is removing the Afar people from Dankalia by 

mass murder, extra-judicial killings, terror, and violence and by destroying the Afar 

economy.  

3. Rape and Torture of Afar 
The evidence collected todate unanimously details the terror experienced by the Afar 

people in Eritrea which caused them to flee the country for their own safety. The 

deponents exemplified the fear felt across Afar society by men, women and children. 

Dankalia region is now a highly fortified military zone for Eritrea resulting in the 

abduction of Afar men, enlisting of the Afar youth and the widespread rape of Afar 

women. 

The Afar are tortured.  They “have been jailed in holes in the ground, countless ones 

have disappeared.” It is fear of this treatment that motivates the Afar people to 

abandon Dankalia and flee Eritrea. The men, women and children who have been able 

to escape from Eritrea still fear for “the women, the weak and the hardships faced by 

those who remain behind” as they are subjected to torture, disappearances and mass 

murder. The deponents describe the systematic mass murder of the Afar.  

Afar men are kidnapped, killed and tortured, leaving the women widows and their 

children without fathers.  Eye witnesses testified to mass murders and executions 

committed by the Government of Eritrea first-hand. They have witnessed the murder of 

their family members, friends, and Afar leaders. Torture at the hands of the 

Government of Eritrea is used to suppress any Afar who speaks out against the 

Government. 

4. COI on Eritrea Confirms Crimes Against Humanity 
The government of Eritrea has committed cultural genocide against the Indigenous Afar. 

The recent United Nation’s Commissions of Inquiry report the Eritrean government 

accountable for crimes against humanity and crimes of persecution of Afar in Eritrea. 

In JUNE 8, 2016-The UN Commission of Inquiry on human rights in Eritrea (COIE) finds 

that Eritrean officials including President Isaias Afwerki, have committed the crime of 

persecution, a crime against humanity, against Eritrean Afar population since 1991.  

COI Reported in Para- 295, stated “The Commission also has reasonable grounds to 

believe that Eritrean officials have intentionally and severely deprived Eritrean Kunama 

and Afar of fundamental rights contrary to international law on ethnic grounds. The 

Commission has corroborated evidence that the Afar and Kunama were targeted, at a 

minimum, in the period between 1998 and 2001. It has also received uncorroborated 



information that both ethnic groups were persecuted during other periods as well, and 

that such persecution persists”.  

Today Our people, the Eritrean Afar are being mass displaced, mass murdered, their 

resources exploited, their social- economic way of life has been annihilated, their 

distinct identity and history is under threat and unrecognizable.  

The current Eritrean regime is removing the Afar from Dankalia and colonizing the area 
with others.  In order to remove the Afar, the regime is using mass murder, rapes, 
kidnapping, political assassinations, and extrajudicial killings of Afar leadership.  
 
In addition to violent persecutions, The Eritrean government has deployed systemic 
policies to destroy Afar identity, their indigenous customary laws, their traditional 
economies, confiscating Afar livelihood and properties.  
 
The Afar leadership has filed numerous Human rights complaints against State of Eritrea 
with the United Nations Human rights council, the UN SR and the commission of inquiry 
in Eritrea.  

 “The Afar are forced into displacement from their indigenous lands in Eritrea”: that is the 
conclusion by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in Eritrea, 

In May 28, 2013 report to United Nations Human Rights Council, the Special Rapporteur Ms. 
Sheila Keetharuth, found that the current Eritrean regime has been systematically targeting the 
Eritrean Afar people with “extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, torture and rape” in 
order to “force [them] the Afar into displacement from their traditional territory” along the Red 
Sea. The United Nations Human Rights Council unanimously adopted the SR’s findings. (Para-K-
Minority Rights) 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A.HRC.23.5
3_ENG.pdf 

In Feb 2015, Human Rights Watch, in its annual World Report 2015, describes the situation of 
the Afar as follows: “Members of the Afar and Kunama ethnic groups flee because of land 
expropriations and discrimination by the government”. https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea  
 
 
UN Commission of Inquiry Team(COIE) June- 2015 
 

In June 4, 2015, The 
Commission of Inquiry on 
Human Rights in Eritrea (COI) 
has further validated Afar 
allegations with respect to Afar 
displacement from their 
homeland.  

 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A.HRC.23.53_ENG.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A.HRC.23.53_ENG.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea


The COI stated the actions by Eritrean authority “may be construed as an intentional act to 
dispossess them [the Afar] of their ancestral lands, their livelihood and their culture” and that: 
“the killing of members of the Afar ethnic group and reports of existence of Mass-graves have 
also triggered their displacement from their lands within the country and across borders to 
Ethiopia and Djibouti.  
This has posed great difficulty to their livelihoods as they depend on their traditional lands for 
the sustenance as an indigenous ethnic group,” (Para 56, and Pars 1120b COI Report)”.  
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoIEritrea/A_HRC_29_CRP-1.pdf  

 

After successfully displacing the Afar from their resource rich and strategic coasts, 

Afwerki is now selling the land, the airspace and the territorial waters of Dankalia to the 

likes of the United Arab Emirates for billions of dollars.  National Marine Dredging 

Corporation owned by 

UAE is now removing the 

Afar from their traditional 

lands, homes, businesses 

and strategic coasts by 

bulldozing Afar Salt mines, 

uprooting thousands of 

indigenous Garrayto trees, 

fencing-off accesses to the 

sea in the area used by 

traditional Afar fishermen. 

Military facilities are being 

constructed after 

destroying Afar 

businesses, a new port 

and Airport dredging 

activities are clearing 

away and displacing 

hundreds of Afar families.  

Some of the lands earmarked for this 

development contain the remains of Afar 

people, in Mass graves which COI is referred 

to in its report. This is a crime scene that 

needs to be protected.  

Afwerki and his Junta is now selling over 400 

Square Kilometer of Potash Rich Afar land and 

resources to another multinational 

corporation from Australia, The Cullili potash 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoIEritrea/A_HRC_29_CRP-1.pdf


project is estimated at Billions of Dollars and PFDJ elites own 50% of it. None of these 

corporations and foreign governments are concerned about Afar human rights 

violations, the in pact on the environment, and do not care for their corporate social 

responsibilities. 

Afwerki and his Generals decided Eritrea should build an “all-embracing Eritrean 

identity”, Shaped after Eritrean Majority Tigrigna Highlanders. And do away with 

previous diverse makeup of Eritrean nationalities, including the Afar. The constitution 

was drafted, without any recognition for Eritrea’s 10 diverse nationalities, their history, 

recognition to their land and properties and their distance cultures.  

Mass Graves of Afar in Erirtrea 

Mass graves of Afar are found in many parts of Danklia. In Wade, In Abihte Koma, in Harsile, In 

Gacare, and other villages across Dankalia.  

 

Dankalia is Military Zone, No Go Military zone 

Dankalia a military zone (no access to international aid groups, under sanction, severe 

drought affecting entire region, worst in 50 years, by aid groups, people can’t go to sea 

their boat confiscated, animal died, trade rout closed. 

 

B. Ethnic Cleansing of Eritrean Afar and Crimes Against 
Humanity 

 

Ethnic cleansing committed by Eritrea’s present regime is executed systematically by 

demographic change aimed at rewriting the history of Eritrean Afar. Their heinous 



activities include destroying their language, eliminating Afar people through 

deportation, forcible displacement and mass murder, threatening them, and 

expropriating their businesses and economy that deprives them of their way of life.  The 

intent is to create a territory inhabited by people of a homogeneous or pure ethnicity, 

religion, culture, and history. In the 21st century, the world must not sit idle and allow 

President Isaias Afwerki’s ethnic cleansing regime to remove every physical and cultural 

evidence of the Afar in the region through the destruction of their homes, social 

centres, farms and infrastructure, and by the desecration of everything that is sacred to 

the indigenous Afar people. 

The country has been turned into a repressive, murderous police state. The current 

tyrannical regime has brought horrors, atrocities and depravities to the region since 

1991, marking the saddest chapter in the modern history of the Horn of Africa and the 

proud history of the Afar.  

While the world is changing for the better, democratically and demographically, and the 

region as a whole is focused on an all-inclusive high growth path with an emphasis on 

diversification and commercialization encouraging the transformation from rural to 

urban and agricultural economy to renewed and new economies, from an enclosed 

region to a world participant, Eritrea is disfiguring and dividing its demographic, ethnic 

and diverse fabric. 

The Eritrean regime is assimilating, displacing, excluding and eliminating to the point of 

extinction Eritrean Afar and other minorities instead of preserving its demographic and 

diverse society. An all-inclusive strategy would have seen Eritrea become a major player 

in the regional growth path being charted. 

1. Targeted eliminations of Afar leadership as Ethnic Cleansing 
Hundreds of unarmed Eritrean Afar civilians are murdered by hand grenades and 

machine guns, including community elders, children and women. Afar leaders, including 

members of the former regional parliament of Dankalia have been executed. Countless 

Eritrean Afar have disappeared or been incarcerated in other Eritrean prisons.  This is 

the continuation of the ethnic cleansing plan against Eritrean Afar people. 

Eritrean Afar people paid a huge price during the war for independence.  They paid with 

their sweat, wealth and blood.  They sacrificed their young. The leading Eritrean Afar 

fighters who fought with the Shaabiya regime for independence are still being 

eliminated one by one.  They have been targeted because they were capable of 

organizing and mobilizing Eritrean Afar people, which was not in the best interests of 

the Eritrean regime dominated by the Tigrigna ethnic group. The Afar leaders killed 

were in the highest ranks of the independence movement. 

2. Demographic Change of Dankalia 



Dankalia, the historic homeland of Eritrean Afar people as it was known internationally, 

has been disfigured and divided in two. The current government renamed Dankalia and 

divided it into two separate regions and renamed them Southern Red Sea region 

(Debubawi-Kayihbahri) and the Northern Red Sea Region (Seminawi-Kayihbahri). 

Historically, Eritrean Afar people had never been divided and were a homogenized 

people. There were no other ethnic residents in this indigenous community.  To deprive 

Eritrean Afar of this unity and homogeneity was a strategy devised to divide the Afar 

people.  

Pre 1991 demographic representation 

of  

political and ethnic Eritrea 

Demographic change by present 

regime in Eritrea 

  

  

 

3. Rewriting History  
Additional ethnic cleansing strategies implemented by the Eritrean regime include the 

destruction of the history, the culture, the language, and the rule of indigenous law. 



Eritrean Afar people and their history have been systemically excluded from school 

curriculum thereby suppressing any knowledge of historic resistance to colonization, 

including the defence of the homeland during the Ottoman Empire and the Italian 

attempt to occupy Eritrean Afar region. Historic Afar leaders have been written out of 

history. 

The Eritrean regime strategy is to further enable the systematic ethnic cleansing of 

Eritrean Afar. The contemporary Eritrean government will not be held accountable 

morally or physically in the international community if there is no history of their crimes. 

As already mentioned, changing the name of Eritrean Afar region, Dankalia, and 

excluding archaeological finds in Eritrean Afar homeland have been two means of 

altering history.  

There is a pattern of not only destroying Eritrean Afar regional history and the resilience 

of the people, but also history is being manipulated, changed and re-recorded as a non-

Afar history on national television, radio and other media. The Afar land, schools, 

buildings and other structures are being renamed after Eritrean officials using Tigrigna 

names.  

4. Destruction of the Afar Language as Ethnic Cleansing 
Eritrean Afar people have a rich history and culture and their own indigenous rule of law 

which they lived by for centuries. The systematic ethnic cleansing is aimed at preventing 

Afar language from being included in schools, court systems, newsprints, journals or any 

publication. Equality in protection of languages through its use in mass media or in 

public institutions is non-existent.  When people are deprived of using their language, 

they have no means of expressing their opinion fairly.  The whole world is being kept in 

the dark as to what is happening to Eritrean Afar people.  

In 1986 prior to taking power in Eritrea, the EPLF rebels, which are the current regime, 

began the process of changing the Afar alphabet. The policy was designed to break 

down the solidarity and communications among Afar people beyond Eritrea's new 

borders including Djibouti and Ethiopia. The current Eritrea regime has successfully 

implemented that policy. Today the Afar alphabets in Eritrean have different meanings 

in writing and pronunciations, creating confusions in Afar communities and undermining 

their unity.   

EASE on behalf of its people, Eritrean Afar, rejects the current Eritrean government’s use 

of language as a political tool and calls on the United Nations to stand by its declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to protect the Afar and their use of their language 

as stated in the following UN articles: 

Article 13.1-Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and 

transmit to future generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, 



philosophies, writing systems and literatures, and to designate and retain their 

own names for communities, places and persons. 

Article 14.1- Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their 

educational systems and institutions providing education in their own 

languages, in a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching and 

learning. 

EASE will enforce the use of Afar language in Dankalia as the official language of the 

state.  

5. Internal Colonization and Displacement of Afar   
Eritrea is attempting to colonize the Afar territory through internal migration.  ‘Tigrina’-
speaking Eritreans from the highlands have been moved into Afar traditional territory, 
rendering the Afar political, social and economic system a minority in their ancestral 
homeland. 

 
These land transfers are part of an official policy of the Eritrean regime to re-settle 
approximately 1.5 million Highlanders on the Afar homeland of Eritrean coast.  The 
highlands are thought to be no longer able to support a large and growing population. 
The plan includes the creation of a tourism industry in several towns including Galalu, 
Tio and Ingle Island (Dassie) after displacing the indigenous Afar.   



 
Behind this illegal, discriminatory and catastrophic plan lies the Eritrean regime’s 
unspoken policy: "The Afar are illiterate. They are backward. They are using old fishing 
practices. They are not modern. We'll stop them because the industry has no hope of 
modernizing if they control it".    

 
6. Deprivation of Assembly, Movement and Association 
Eritrea’s border policy also prohibits the Afar from exercising their right under article 36 
of the Declaration to maintain contacts and relations with the Afar people in Ethiopia 
and Djibouti.  This is most visible in border communities such as Bure, Rahayta and 
Dabaysima. The limitations to the Afar people’s rights and freedoms are discriminatory 
and are not in accordance with international human rights obligations found in 46(2) of 
the Declaration. 

 
7. Destruction of Afar Economy and Way of Life 
The Eritrean regime has systematically targeted Eritrean Afar economy in order to 

remove them from their homeland of Dankalia along the Red Sea. This area is known to 

contain vast potash deposits and other precious metals. The Eritrean government is now 

selling and/or leasing these resource-rich lands to mining companies such as South 

Boulder Mines Ltd. of Australia (potash) without the consent, recognition or knowledge 

of the Afar people. Dankalia's coast is significant geopolitically as it includes the 

country's two main port cities of Assab and Massawa. These ports have been out of 

business since Eritrea initiated aggressive border wars with neighbouring Ethiopia and 

Djibouti, severely curtailing the local Afar economy as a result.   

Eritrean Afar people are active in animal husbandry, fishing, trades and salt mining. The 

systemic ethnic cleansing includes excessive and unaffordable fines on fishermen which 

results in the confiscation of their daily catch and ultimately their boats. These 

fishermen are charged with crimes imposed according to extrajudicial laws and then 

judged in “kangaroo courts” where fines are enforced at the whim of navy generals.  As 

an example, the revenues and traditional economic activities in the Afar salt fields in 

Assab region which have been a great source of local economic have been confiscated 

and destroyed.  

The nomadic pastoralists have a very unique way of life and culture. Their daily life 

consists of tending livestock including goats, camels, and cattle. The Afar people are 

very dependent on the livestock as part of their way of life. 

This is part of the systemic ethnic cleansing; the government is bankrupting the 

businessmen into causing them to vacate their homeland and ultimately forcing them 

into exile.  

The systemic destruction of the nomadic way of life is being done in the following ways: 

individual Eritrean Afar people are being robbed by the Eritrean army; freedom of 



movement is disallowed which prevents the herders from following the rains for grazing 

land; indigenous trees have been uprooted for Eritrean army use. Afar are cross-border 

traders but they are prevented from trading animals to Yemen, Djibouti and other parts 

of the Middle East. Working people are being forced into poverty or bankruptcy. 

This economic deprivation has led thousands of Eritrean Afar women, young and 

elderly, into starvation. According to eye witness reports available in our archives, there 

is no adequate medical care; indeed, the clinics are not treating the people but are 

purposely infecting them to hasten the ethnic cleansing process. 

8. Refugees and Displacement of Afar People from their Homeland   
The exodus of Eritrean Afar people from their ancestral homeland in Dankalia continues 

with nearly 200,000 having already fled to neighbouring countries Ethiopia, Djibouti, 

and Yemen from the tyrannical regime in Eritrea. This has been the saddest chapter in 

the once proud and resilient African peoples’ recent history.  

Afar are fleeing Dankalia by the tens of thousands.  Many Afar have perished trying to 

escape Eritrea as the security personnel have orders to shoot to kill the Afar as they 

attempt to cross the border to places of refuge. The UNHCR in Ethiopia has documented 

tens of thousands of Afar now living as refugees in Ethiopia, Sudan, Yemen and other 

states.   

Samara Declaration: That each nationality shall, through the governments they freely elect, 

have the right to protect and preserve the vitality of their language, culture, way of life and 

economy; That the rights of indigenous peoples and minorities shall be guaranteed and 

protected; That Afar refugees that the refugees of all nationalities of Eritrea who have fled 

Eritrea shall have the right of return to their homes and properties in Eritrea and to Eritrean 

citizenship; That all Afar People shall have the right of return to their ancestral homeland in 

Dankalia and to have Eritrean citizenship; and that Dankalia shall have its traditional borders 

restored to those to which the Afar People enjoyed in 1991.  

 

C. EASE Human Rights Policy Call 
Our Human Rights Policy calls for justice and hold accountable those responsible for crimes 
committed and restoration of proper damages for violation for gross human the rights. 

 
Accountability for Crimes against Humanity   

 Our policy calls for bringing to justice Eritrean Government, including high level 
officials, Generals and State security agents who are responsible for perpetrating 
crimes of humanity and crimes of persecution against Eritrean Afar. 

 Our policy calls for reopening of Mass graves and investigate the remains of Afar 

victims. 



 Our policy calls for re-writing of Eritrea’s 1997 constitution, which is excessively 

centralized constitution, who aim was to subdue and marginalized indigenous 

and minority rights in Eritrea in favor of ruling class.  Its implementation without 

modifications tailored to Afar and other minorities will lead to prolonged 

conflicts and insecurity.  

 Our policy calls to end of exploitations of Afar lands, resources and strategic 

properties by Eritrean regime owned corporations, multinational corporations, 

such as Australia’s Danakali corporation (formerly South Boulder Mines Ltd), 

United Arab Emirates(UAE), NMDC , from displacing Eritrean Afar people and 

hold these companies accountable responsible for disrupting indigenous 

people’s way of life and their economic wellbeing. 

Our policy endorses the following recommendations by Commission of Inquiry 
on Human Rights in Eritrea (COI)  
 

 Ensure the protection of all minority ethnic groups in Eritrea, in particular the 
Kunama and the Afar. 

 Ensure accountability for past and persistent human rights violations and crimes, 

including enslavement, imprisonment, enforced disappearance, torture, and 

other inhumane acts, persecution, rape and murder, through the establishment 

of independent, impartial and gender-sensitive mechanisms, and provide victims 

with adequate redress, including the right to truth and reparations; 

 Bring to the attention of relevant special procedures, for appropriate action, the 

human rights violations and crimes identified by the Commission in its reports, 

including the situation of minorities, such the Kunama and the Afar; 

 Refer the situation in Eritrea to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal 

Court;  

 Impose targeted sanctions, namely travel bans and asset freezes, on persons 

where there are reasonable grounds to believe that the said persons are 

responsible for crimes against humanity or other gross violations of human 

rights. 

 

Restitutions, Redress and Compensations  

 Our policy calls for restitution for Afar victims, those who survived, torture, 

rapes displacement and deprivation and destruction of economy and losses 

of properties, businesses, and lands, we call for return of confiscated homes, 

priorities, lands to Afar victims. 

 Our policy calls for compensation for physical or mental harm, including pain, 

suffering and emotional distress; lost opportunities, including education; 



material damages and loss of earnings, including loss of earning potential; 

harm to reputation or dignity; and costs required for legal or expert 

assistance, medicines and medical services, and psychological and social 

services.  

 

Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Eritrea Afar Refugees  

 Our policy calls for return, rehabilitation and reintegration of Eritrean Afar 

refugees and protection for their security and basic human rights; return to 

their traditional natural environment; property restitution, compensation, 

apologies and truth commissions and establishment of economic programs,  

 Our policy call for setup of refugee rehabilitation centers and programs, 

establishment of skilled trainings and investment indigenous economic 

activities.  


